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Holland and France, it was represented that unless the price
and °f cotton were considerably reduced the manufacture would
revert to Hamburg, " whence our cheaper making gained
it", since abroad cotton could be purchased at 6d. or yd.,
while here it was sold at i8d. or 2od.; and it was impossible
to raise the price of fustians on account of lower prices at
Hamburg, namely, i6s. a piece, " which we cannot afford
under 2os. though they used to be I2S. or 133." 1.   Fustian
cloth was made of linen warp and cotton weft—the propor-
tion was said to be two-thirds cotton and one-third flax z—
and after the Revolution a London capitalist sought a patent
for the exclusive right to manufacture what appears to be
pure cotton cloth.   He procured cotton wool from the West
Indies, which was intended "to be spun so extraordinarily
fine as to be fit" for the making of calicoes and muslins 3.
It is not improbable that some cloth was made wholly of
cotton, but an admixture of linen was the common practice ;
and the Act of 1721, confirmed by ' the Manchester Act' of
1736, exempted printed cloth composed of the two materials
from the prohibition against the wearing of printed calicoes 4.
Not until 1774 was the concession extended to pure cotton
stuffs produced in Great Britain, in response to the repre-
sentations advanced by Richard Arkwright on behalf of ' a
new and promising British  manufacture ',  that  of pure
cotton cloth 5.   The preamble of the Act of 1774 stated that
" a new manufacture of stuffs, wholly made of raw cotton
wool (chiefly imported from the British plantations), hath
been lately set up within this kingdom, in which manufac-
ture many hundreds of poor persons are employed ".   And
whereas, proceeded the preamble, " the use and wear of
printed, painted, stained or dyed stuffs, wholly made of
cotton and manufactured in Great Britain, ought to be
allowed under proper regulations : And whereas doubts have
arisen whether the said new-manufactured stuffs ought to be
considered as calicoes . . . and whether the wearing or use
of the said new-manufactured stuffs, when the same are
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